CHAPTER IV

POLES, UKRAINIANS AND BALTS

EVEN in Poland the illusion died hard that Italy could
be used against Germany. In February 1939 when the
Polish students, egged on by influential Army people,
were demonstrating in Warsaw and elsewhere against
Germany, they were ready to cheer the pro-German
Italian Foreign Minister Count Ciano, Only in the
early summer of 1939 was the Polish boycott of Italian
newspapers, because they had perforce taken Ger-
many's side against Poland, established.

Until the Munich Agreement National Socialist
technique appeared to prosper as well in Poland as
elsewhere in Eastern Europe. In the first place Poland
had a tremendous Jewish problem. Where Germany's
Jews at the beginning of 1933 were usually estimated
at less than i per cent, of her other population and
were on the whole assimilated and often patriotically
German in outlook, Poland has over three million Jews
or about 10 per cent, of her population, massed in the
towns; qua Jews in Poland they had a thousand years'
tradition behind them, and many of them were Polish
enough in sentiment but considerable numbers were
by no means assimilated. Industrial wealth, as dis-
tinct from the landed wealth of the aristocracy, was,
unlike that of Germany, almost exclusively in Jewish
hands. It was therefore inevitable and indeed natural
that the simpler chauvinists of Poland should be
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